
City of Leslie  
Newsletter Volume IX March 2009

 Greetings!   
 
Welcome to the City of Leslie electronic newsletter. 
  
We will be using this newsletter to keep you up to 
date on what is happening in Leslie. Your e-mail has 
been added to our database as an interested 
community member. If you do not wish to receive the 
newsletter, please see the bottom of this newsletter 
for the unsubscribe link. 
  
We are interested in your feedback. Over the coming 
weeks and months our format and content will evolve 
to provide the best product for you. We will keep you 
up-to-date on the latest important news and events in 
the City of Leslie. 
  
Please let us know how we can improve this 
newsletter by e-mailing us at reedb@cityofleslie.org. 
  
We hope you enjoy our efforts!  Thank you! 
  

Cemetery Sexton Job Posted  
The Woodlawn Cemetery Board has posted the job of Cemetery Sexton.  The Cemetery 
Board is comprised of one member of both the Leslie City Council and Leslie Township 
Board.  It also has one appointed member that can either be from the City or the Township.  
The job description can be viewed by clicking here.  An application can be printed by 
clicking here.  The deadline for applications is April 1, 2009 at 4:30pm. 

City Recycling Center  
The City of Leslie enjoys one of the most 
comprehensive recycling sites in Ingham County.  The 
use of the recycling center has continued to grow as 
more residents learn about it.  Unfortunately, Leslie 
residents may have noticed that recently the recycling 
center has been abused with people leaving their 
recyclables outside of the bins, or on the ground.  These 
pictures demonstrate what has happened recently when 
the bins have been full.   

  
We ask that you please use the recycling center responsibly.  Much of the abuse has 
unfortunately been from people who do not live in the City, who travel here just to leave 
their recyclables.  There are a few rules to follow to ensure that the recycling center 
continues to be an asset for the community and not a disgrace.  
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� Never leave anything on the ground.   
� Break down all cardboard boxes which will allow much more cardboard to fit within 

the bin.  
� Always put your recyclables in the appropriate bin.  
� Report those you see leaving materials on the ground or misusing the recycling 

center.  
� Have patience - if the bins are full, come back another day with your recyclables. 

We understand it is frustrating when the bins are full and you have a carload of recycling.  
Northwest Refuge empties the bins on a regular basis and the City notifies Northwest 
whenever the bins are full.  However, due to the amount of use recently (especially over the 
weekends and with spring cleaning) it is difficult to keep up.  Recycling is very important 
and we would like to keep this service for residents.  We want to make sure that the 
recycling area does not become a dumping ground for those who are inconsiderate to our 
community.   

City Leaf Service And Brush Pickup  
The City will begin vacuuming leaves for the Month of April.  All leaves must be out at the 
curb on Monday morning.  All leaves must be out before the end of April.  Weather 
permitting, the City will vacuum leaves every Monday morning.   
  
Brush must be placed in a different pile.  Branches and brush clock the leaf vacuum 
machine.  If your leaf pile has brush combined with it, your piles will be passed by.   
  
Brush Pickup 
Brush Pickup will be weekly through the months of April and May.  After May, Brush will be 
picked up the first week of every month.  Residents must have their brush piles out by the 
first Monday of each month beginning in June.   
  
If you have any questions, please call Martha Owen at 589-5115 or City Offices at 589-
8236. 

Starting A Business in Michigan  
If you were going to start a business where could you go for advice?  The State of Michigan 
has created a one-stop guide to visit for new businesses or for those interested in starting a 
new business.  The website has plenty of valuable resources to answer many of your 
questions.  You can visit the one-stop center at http://www.michigan.gov/business.  

Recycling Information 
Where do I recycle computers, cooking oil, paint???  
Thanks to Northwest Refuse, Inc., the City of Leslie has a wonderful recycling center that is 
located on Commercial Drive next to the police station.  However, have you ever wondered 
where you can recycle the many different things you may acquire throughout the year such 
as old computers, cooking oil, books, propane tanks, athletic shoes and almost anything 
you can think of?  Ingham County recently sent out an inventory of different recycling 
activities, dates, and centers where you can bring different materials.  That information can 
be found by visiting the City of Leslie's website or visiting this link 
http://www.cityofleslie.org/forms/Recyling%20Info.pdf. 
  
Please remember, recycling centers are for everyone.  If a recycling bin is full, please alert 
the appropriate people and do not leave materials on the ground. 

Potholes  
Tis the season.  One of the "joys" of living in Michigan is the amount of potholes you 
encounter particularly in Spring.  Potholes are created by pressure on weak parts in the 
pavement where a freeze/thaw has undermined the integrity of the pavement.  Potholes are 
even more prone to happen with the frequent shifts in weather going from 15 degrees and 
snowy to 40 degrees and rainy in a matter of a day.   

John Stewart 

Need Assistance 
Fixing The 
Appearance of 
Your Home?  
If you are interested in fixing 
up your home but need 
financing or help, you may be 
eligible for low interest loans 
from the Michigan State 
Housing Development 
Authority or the USDA Rural 
Development office.  Both 
agencies specialize in low 
interest loans for rural Cities 
and Townships less than 
10,000 population.  For more 
information you may call 
Brian Reed at 517-589-8236 
or visit each agency's 
website below: 
  
Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority  
USDA Rural Development 
Office  
  

Volunteer 
Opportunities  
The City of Leslie is always 
looking for volunteers.  If you 
are looking for a volunteer 
opportunity, or have any 
volunteering ideas please 
contact Brian Reed (589-
8236) or Martha Owen at 
(589-5115). 
  

Newsletter Archive  
Past issues of the Electronic 
Newsletter will be available on 
the City of Leslie website.  You 
may visit 
http://www.cityofleslie.org/news-
archive.shtm to view past 
issues. 
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City crews attempt to fix potholes as quickly as possible, however it is difficult to fill potholes 
when it is wet or if there is snow or ice in the pothole.  With limited resouces, nearly every 
community is struggling to keep up with the potholes.  The City of Leslie will work hard to 
keep potholes filled.  Eventually, the worst roads will be reconstructed, however this is a 
very expensive undertaking and generally requires additional types of funding.  Thank you 
for your patience. 

Best of America Car Show Canceled  
Due to the lack of sponsorship and the current economic climate the Best of America and 
Cruise Into Leslie Classic Car and Truck show will not be held this year.  The Best of 
America committee would like to thank everyone for their past support and they look 
forward to bringing this event back in the near future.    

Stimulus Funding for the City  
Most have heard by now of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act which provides 
money for projects intended to stimulate the economy (The Stimulus bill).  The City of 
Leslie has submitted several infrastructure projects for consideration including the Mill 
Street Bridge, North and South Main Street, and for necessary repairs and renovations to 
our water treatment and iron removal plant and wastewater treatment plant.  These projects 
are critical needs for the City and are vastly expensive.  In order to accomplish these 
projects, the City will need assistance through typcial funding streams from the Federal or 
State government.   
  
At this point, it is unclear how the streams of money will be distributed.  There is much less 
money than initially thought for infrastructure projects.  The City will continue to explore 
every option possible to seek funding for these major projects. 

Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative  
Mark your calendar for April 21st, 7 pm, at the High School Auditorium for the "Michigan 
Cyber Safety Initiative".  The community seminar provides practical tools, including a 
PowerPoint handout of slides covered during the seminar. The seminar provides concrete 
tools, including a demonstration of how to access the Michigan Sex Offender Registry and 
sign up for e-mail updates.  
  
The seminar also demonstrates how to access online tutorials to: search and access a 
child's social networking site(s) (i.e., MySpace and Facebook); view Internet history logs to 
determine where a child has been online; and turn on safe surfing filters. For more 
information please visit the Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative site at 
http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,1607,7-164-17334_48889---,00.html 

Newspapers in Leslie  
The City of Leslie currently has two local newspapers serving the community.  The Leslie 
Weekly Guardian and The Weekly Pride are both fresh and exciting avenues to learn about 
news, events, and special interest stories from our community.  The challenges facing small 
town newspapers are numerous so we are fortunate to have two entities willing to provide 
this service.  Please work hard to support both of these newspapers.  You may subscribe to 
the Leslie Weekly Guardian on-line.  The Weekly Pride is available on-line and in paper 
format dropped around Leslie including City Hall and other Downtown merchants. 

City Overnight Parking Rules and Mailboxes  
Residents are reminded that there is no parking on any City streets from 3am to 5am by 
City Ordinance.  Those leaving cars parked in the street have and will be ticketed.  We 
would like to thank the residents for being so diligent about getting cars off the streets for 
the snow plows this year. The number of cars parked in the streets is down tremendously 
from last year.  Keep in mind that the overnight parking rules are in effect year round. 

Upcoming Events In Leslie
 For information on any of these events, please call 517-589-8236. 

� City Council Meeting - April 7, 2009, 7pm at City Hall  
� LAEF Annual Hall of Fame Dinner - April 25, 2009  
� Sixth Annual Softball Tournament and Street Dance, Saturday July 18, 2009  
� Gus Macker Basketball Tournament, July 24, 25, and 26th, 2009 - Downtown Leslie 

Contact Information
City Administration: 
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Phone:  (517)589-8236 
Fax:     (517)589-0156  
Brian Reed - City Manager 
Cheri Neu - Finance Director/Treasurer 
Denae Davenport - City Clerk 
Carrie Fancher - Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 
Martha Owen - DPW Director 
Robert Delamarter - Police Chief  
 

WE WISH YOU THE BEST THIS NEW YEAR!
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