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Why did the City increase the rates and when does it take
effect?

Why can’t we use tax dollars to pay for the water and sewer 
utility costs? 

The City changed the rates based on the recommendations of a third-

party consultant after a water and sewer rate study. Based on the large

projects starting, increases are necessary to guarantee the revenue to

make vital improvements to our Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).

New rates are effective October 1, 2023.

The Water and Sewer Fund is an Enterprise Fund, and these funds

are self-supporting, meaning all revenue generated from user

charges must pay for the expenditures of the system. 

Will the ready-to-serve costs change in the future?
It depends on what other large projects are in the Capital

Improvement Plan (CIP) and any increase in financing needs.

The water and sewer systems will always have maintenance

and replacement costs and will need upgrades as determined

by City Staff and the Leslie City Council.

What are the new rates?
The rate structure continues to include a ready-to-serve charge with a per

unit commodity charge for water and sewer. The commodity charge will

continue to be based in units where each unit equals 1,000 gallons. The

new rates were approved by the Leslie City Council on September 19,

2023, and will be reflected in bills being mailed out January 2024.

What if I can’t afford my bill?
Please call 211 or contact Capital Area Community Services at 517-676-

1065, or the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services at

517-241-3740 or online: http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs. These entities

have options and resources to help. 

 More Questions? Please contact Leslie City Offices at 517.589.8236 
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Will everyone pay the same ready-to-serve rate? 
Everyone pays the ready-to-serve fees based on their meter size. A

household normally has a 5/8” meter and that is the base amount for the

ready-to-serve costs. All users of the system with a 5/8" meter pay the

same commodity charge rate. The commodity charge for water is $5.68

per unit and the sewer commodity charge is $10.60 per unit (1,000 gallons)

These are the quarterly overall impact for typical residential users:

How do our ready-to-serve charges compare?

 More Questions? Please contact Leslie City Offices at 517.589.8236 

Many communities charge ready to serve on water and sewer bills. This
chart, from the rate study presentation, shows how our ready-to-serve
compares to local communities. Totals are calculated for quarterly 
(3-month) billing cycles.


